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Imports of |
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" -Qaddati Accused
- Of Plotting to Kill *
.~ Americans in Sudan
By Michaél Getler and Lou Cannon

s washington Post Statt Wrkters -~ *.~

‘ The -Reagan administration for--
mally-“banned Turther imports .of
Libyan oil-yesterday and accused
Libyan ruler Col. Muammar Qaddafi>]
of “a particularly’ outrageous” at-’
témpt last November to kill possibly «
hundreds of US. officials and ‘their.
families by planting . plastic- explo-
sives:in stereo speakers at an Amer-'
ican club in Sudam: 2 e S
- State - + Department - officials
claimed that “we know” such explo-
sive devices - were.-prepared “in a
neighboring country by Libyan in--
telligence officials, who- then super-:
vised the loading of the speakers on-
a’ plane bound. for Khartoum, the
Sudanese capitalz: Fortunately, : the«
officials: -claimed;. the- Libyan- plot 1
was discovered”and- the- shipment.d
stopped:-in:-another: country: before:
reaching-the Sudan.: srormiaid 00
. Officials-stressed that- the-action:
againat Libya; news-of which leaked 4
out 1ast month,;was not-the result of
any particular ‘action. by Qaddafi’s ;
regime: Rather, said. State Depart-
menit- spokesman Dean, Fischer;; i3
was “in Tesponse to & continuing pat-
i’ tétﬁwﬁg}ibﬁﬁfébﬁvitji@hiéﬁiﬁ
 lates.accepted international-norms of
“behavior, & 0% L e Ty

-

. At the ,V\(hitti?Housé,j;,l;m‘véize’r,‘:1
officials “said »the-,most.. significant.-
factor in_the president’s'decision to
halt all oil imports: was that ‘those
imparts: constituted a- major, incon-
‘sistency in American:foreign policy:;
“It - did-not “make: policy- sense;”" a3
{one: official put:it, “to cntxcizé;terf-f
roriam and.on the otherhand.to pro-
vide as mitch+ag $10 billion a year tod
“his? [Qaddafi’s] coffers’to’ fund. this
ind oE Bl el
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Afor ‘it. According to officials who’
briefed reporters yesterday under

~them, U.S. oil imports fron® Libya.
‘had already fallen to about 150,000
- barrels daily, leaving them at about.
~one-fourth of their former peak and

. The administration also helieves the

- Officials

‘easier time_to impose an embargo’

' year,. or. 25 percent of Libya’s cur-

THE WASHINGTON POST
11 March 1982

Qaddafi’s - reported - involvement |
with international . terrorism ‘and
subversion, and his increasing mil-
itary adventurism in.northern Afri-
ca, have been a major preoccupation..
of the Reagan administration. But
the United States continued to buy |
Libyan oil and as recently as last fall |
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both the president and senior aides |

were .saying .an embargo would not {
be workable unless it were world- "
wide; becausé* Libya could sell else- |
whefe whatever the United.States 1
did notbuy.: s oo ls Sromserr .
.. Now, however, the administration”
_believes an embargo is necessary,
anyway, to show U.S. resolve and to-
‘focus attention on:Libyan policies
even' though it may have, as yester-
day’s official statement ‘said, “only
limited economic impact on-Libya.”

.users of Libyan oil are Greece, Tur-

“ thusiastic backer of the’ administra--
" tion action, officials said, is Egyptian
President Hosni - Mubarak, who re-
“cently talked with President Pm'eaga‘n‘l

embargo will give the United States-

" greater _ credibility ‘with countries
':hét fesl threatened by Libya, such
ds:Egypt, Sudan and Saudi Arabia. -
:*7The new presidential order, which
wis tentatively decided on' last De-
cember* but not announced until
after consultations with Congress:
and foreign governments, prohibits
indports of Libyan crude oil and re-
‘quiires velidating licenses for all U.S.
lexports to Libya except for food,
other agricultural products, medicine
and medical supplies. The order also
ays out a general policy of denying
licenses for the export to Libya'of
U:S.. ol and gas technology and
bthor-ftems that could invelve na-
ional. security or high technology
{hat could be used for military pur-
poses. . - - . o

( acknowledge that the
current world oil glut makes this an

but deny that that was the reason

rules that-do not allow identifying

only alout 3 percent of U.S. energy,
imports. But even these reduced.im-
ports at today’s reduced world prices |
are ‘equivalent to about $2 billion a

rent ail revenues.' "~
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ally indigenous Libyans” who prob-
- ably will not leave and are not in
“much, if any, danger.

“countries such as Sudan, Somalia
* and Oman, where State Department

‘ests, these officials said yesterday

_declined to provide evidence of that.;

The administration did seek sup-
port from allies in Europe and Japan |
but White House officials say what
it got was verbal, not substantive.
State Department officials said they
“don’t expect. that our allies are:
going to join us.” The major allied|

key and Italy, officials said, and pus-
sibly West Germany. The most en-

about the Libyan.problem. . =
© Although Libya - has: pulled- its
troops out of Chad, and alleged
threats of Libyan “hit squads” in this
country have subsided, officials here
believe these shifts are only “tacti-
cal” in part because Qaddafi seeksl
to become president of the Organ-
ization of African Unity.
The administration” delayed im-
position of the embargo partly to
allow Americans to leave Libya. Last
year there were still more than 2,000
there. Now, the number is down to
350 and these are said to be “virtu-

‘Aside from efforts’ to subvert

officials say the U.S. has vital inter-

that Qaddafi is also providing sup-"
port for “radical” governments in
Central America and _the Caribbean,
including Nicaragua.”. The officials
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